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                             Contact: Betsy Hart 202-226-8555

HOUSE                              APPROVES FUNDING FOR JOE FOSS FIELD, VETERANS HEALTH                              CARE

Legislation                              includes $1.3 Million for Enhancements of Munitions                              Complex at Joe Foss Field

Washington,                              DC- Today,                              a bipartisan majority in the House of Representatives                              passed legislation that provides funding for the Department                              of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 2010 and military                              construction projects. For the first time, the Military                              Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations bill                              also provides advance funding for the VA for three                              medical accounts: medical services, medical support                              and compliance, and medical facilities.
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“Adequately                              funding the VA is critical to meeting the promise                              our nation makes to its veterans,” Rep. Herseth                              Sandlin. “This legislation improves care for                              veterans by not only providing an increase in funding                              for the upcoming year, but also appropriating resources                              for the following year. This action protects veterans’                              health care from delays in passing the yearly appropriations                              legislation, and will provide veterans with the medical                              care they need and deserve.”

The                              legislation also provides funding for military construction                              projects, including $1.3 million requested by Rep.                              Herseth Sandlin for improvements to the munitions                              maintenance complex at Joe Foss Field. The current                              munitions storage area at Joe Foss Field is currently                              undersized and inadequate. Herseth Sandlin added,                              “The lack of quality work and storage space                              for munitions at Joe Foss Field directly impacts the                              training and actual munitions maintenance. This funding                              will assist our dedicated air guardsmen and women                              in carrying out their duties and making our nation                              safer.” 
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